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September 1964

i 11th July oy siator and I went for a three-waek visit %o the US4, We
wont, appropriately enough, by a chartered flight, which meant that the
fare was nnly 261 each (or 170 dollars in civilised currency).

The Emigration Officer at IALdd Kernedy set the mood of the visit /hers]
was concernsd. He examined my pass-pert and observed that I had been over
in 1963, 'Welcoms backi™ he sgaid. Perhaps he says this a dozen times a
day, but I liked it,

Ve wers met at the Airport at 8.30 Saturday merning end taken to a
country cottage in long Island, where we stayed Baturday and Sunday. Food
was good, weather was good, company was good — about 20 psople of all
eizeg and ages. And it was then that I fell in love. Her name is Barbara,
a beautiful blonds. At first I just liked the way she walked and talked
tut when she kiesed me (which she did enthusiastically) I was completely
lost, Maybe she hasn't got a very good figure (after all she is only five
years old) but who cares!

Billie drove us back Sunday night. Half-way she got a flat which she
dealt with efficiently., When a patrol-man {one of New York's finest?)
gtopped to soe what was the matfer she told him off for nct coming sooner.

Monday I spent a lot of time trying to get back numbers of science-
fiction magazines, I still tend to think >f the US as a land flowing with
cokss and SF — but it isn't., However, with so much to see I didn't worry.

Tuesday I went to Penn Station to buy tickets to Washington, then went
on to Timss Square and fleated around for some time hefore returning to
Treoklyn, I only got lost on the subway once in spite of the fact that it
%8 signposted for New Ycrksrs only whereas the London Underground and the
Paris Metro are signposted for children and low IQe like mine. We went to
the Warld's Falr for a few hours visit: fc see everything would taks weeka,
i% is big, impressive, fantastic., We drove around mogt of it in & Lind of
soell truck, with seate for four peopls in front, and the driver giiting
bshind giving & ruaning commentary. Buildings have been erccted by 3soms
v firma such as Gonerai Motors, Royal Tires, &c., by scue cities eu:h ag
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New York, Berlin, &c., and by countriee like Indonesia, China, Sweden, and by
ptates: Maryland, Illincis, &c., and even by some religions. They have ox-
hibits of their products (sometimes live exhibits), photographs, movies,
shows, etc, Lines of people were waiting to get to the more interesting
ones: for example, for Gonerml Motors the estimated waiting-timo, shown on &
bvoard, was 1% hours. There was no line at the Southern Ireland pavilion
which must have cost nearly £1,000 tn put up. On the other hand the Spanish
effort cost over £3,000,000 and showed it, The PO had a machine selling
stamps but it didn't sell stamps to send cards airmail. Cdd.

The “train to Washington next morning was comfortable but the carriage
{coach!} we wera in was a non-smnker, or perhaps the whole train wes a non-
emrker, with a couple of tiny smoking compartments, 8o Lottie and I hurled
dofiance at the Pemmsylvenia Railroad and 1lit up. The Treinman {such was the
logend on his uniform) came along to exchange cur fragile tickets for more
durable onos and montionsd regrotfully that it was a non-smoker. 9o to save
international complications we waitei until he was out of sight before
lighting up again.

David (brother) and Stephen (nephew) met us in Washington and drove ue
around in a tour of the city, then headed for Virginia., Sun was hot — much
hotter than I had felt for a year,

Spent the next 15 days lasing about the farm, in the foot~hills of the
Bluo Ridge mountaine, driving along the mapnificent road aleng the top for
soveral hundred miles, visiting towne round about, shopping and watching TV,
The Republican party woro holding a Convention in the San Francisco Cow Pal-
ace (their first meeting, a hundred years age, was held in a field) and a lut
of TV time was given to the affair. Tho most interesting thing to me was not
the epeeches, which promised great things (though everyons was careful not to
mention that the Republicans ushered in the hungry thirties), nor the noisy
and often monotonous parades, but the reporting by two men, Huntley and
Brinkley. Huntley ie about 50-55 and Brinkley about 10 years youngsr. They
are 2 good team and made even a foreigner like me interested.

But, to coin a phrase, all good things come to an end, so on July 30th we
flew to Washington, then to Kenmedy and back to Ireland.

If thie "report" were written properly it would cover many pages, but it
would probably be no whit better. Re-reading it, it doesn't sound so hot in
condenged form, And sc many things nut even mentioned: race riots; one guod
8f picture on TV; stridulatior of the cicadas; air-conditiening; Sunday newa-
papera; cook-outs; cocktail parties (and me a Pepsi-on-the-rocks man); side-
walks bound with iron bends....

And so many things I dldn't scet: Johrmy Caraon (he was in Las Vegas, and
Groucho Marx in his place was pathotic); the Bmpire State Building; dollar
pioces; colour TV; confederate money; Statue of Liberty; topless dresses; the
Grand Canyon; rodecS.css.

5o I guess I'1l just have to go back apgain....

STERARRIRaITaeeasensessansseing
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THE BALL-BEARING
i Al Eh
Gtke XL s o

BY
AN R McAULAY

I'M LUCKY ENOUGH to have one of those interesting job where, in the inter-
vale of discuseing science fictien over coffee, I can play with oscille-
scopea and complicated electronic devices, Tven if I wanted t o try to
try to build a peionic machine it would probably pass unncticed except fer
the fact that I wouldn'T get a grant for the research, and nowadays if you
don't get a grant you hardly ever consider deing the research., That's
just one of the fuacts of academic life. Also, the lab where I work
doesn't o any classified wnrk, so any curious member of the general
-ublic with a certain amount of temerity can come in and see ue godlike
scientiste actually researching away like mad. Unless we happen tn he
drinking coffee, reading th e paper, out to lunch, away at a dfdddd/dfd&
geientific conference or doing any other of the thousand and one things
that make basic research such o demending occupation., As a matter of fact,
there are quite a few members of the general public who do come in to see
ua, and you'd be surprised how many of them asem to talk like a Campbell
editorial, 8o far this year we have had a couple of amateur Einsteins who
thought they could aquare a circle, and a sweet little nld lady who had
invented a death-ray and proposed to rmakes all our fortunes by lkmocking out
any horase that looksd like winning a rase if ghe hadn't got any rmoney on
it. 1 swear I'm not making this up: 21l she wanted ue to do was mnke up a
pocket-sizsd laser that she cruld use from somewhers near the finish at
the racetrack. We've had visitors 2 good deal nuttier than that and sr.me-
times they ara prett:r hard to get rid of; if you criticise their idoas
thoy got very peoeved and talk about how scionce is blind to new idoas from
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amateuras and tho sacreots of nature not being reserved for the professionals,
and 9o on. Nowadays I just givo theom the quick smile and the handshake and
toll them how interesting their ideas are oven though in advance of their
tine and would they please work on it a bit more until it was simple enough
to bo understood by us pledding professionals, and they gn away os pleased
ae anything and ‘don't bether us again for awhile,

But when I was less experisnced I used to take these characters seriously
and try to oxplain thingse to them, One of the first and most persistent tfo
come riy way was The Man With The Swinging Ball; it was plastic and swung on
the end ~f a piees of corl, This particular genius was passed en to me by ny
profegsor whom he had corneres fnr about half an hour. FHy profegsor, having
become glassy -oyed in an attempt to explain elementary physics to Tho HMan,
apparently said something like, "Well, sir, I'm afrail your theory is a little
over =y head so let me pass you on to MeAulay, whoe ia our expert on ballis,"™ a
dirty trick for which I have still net forgiven him. Anyway, the man arrvived
to me complete with plastic ball on cord and told me all about how he could
lncate orsa and identify any hidden netal and estimnte its amount even on a
map, Ag T gay, ot that time T wus atill deswy-eyed and tolerant, se T sxplained
1o hir thatT thought this was most interesting though of course it did not fit
in with contermporary ideas in physics. I went on to say that it was always
possible that contemporary ideas were wrong and I weuld be most happy if he
would demonstrate his remarkable invention to re.

The man practically burst with joy at this stage, presurmably feeling that
at long last his great discovery was about te be acclaimed by the scientific
world, or at least by a junior nmember of it, His ball wasg vibrating on ths
nd of its cord as he asked, no, demanded thatI pui ki te any tost. I went
out of the room, put 2 lump of tin in 2 box, closed it and brought it buck in
with me and asked him to identify the metal. He held his ball cver the box,
chssrved with such grim concentration that sweat started out on his brow, and
after thirty seconds or sc apat out one word, “Aluminiuml® When I said it was
tin he refused te believe it but after several minutes dsep thought announced
that it cuset be badly contaminated with aluwminium and therefcre the test hadn't
beon fair. Bo outI went again with the box and leoaded it with a ceoil of fung-
sten wire, When the man tried his ball over this, he watched it like a hawk for
over 2 nminute and then announced, "“Ceopper, about an cunce of it!" with the tri-
urphant air of someone vindicated against fearful cdds, WhenT pointed out that
thore waa at least four ocunces of tungaten in the box he went purple in the
face and indulged in a twenty-minute rmenologue that would nct have gone amiss
as an Anelog editerial. Eventually he left im high dudgeon and I was able te
got a somewhat belated lunch, having wasted ricat of the morning with the man,

MNext day he was back and explained at great length that his ball had heen
cut of adjustment for the first tests. Then and cn several anbscquent days 1
rax through all the available metals in the lab as test samples and he didn't
got even ome right, I didn't quite get to the stage of suggesting o suitable
place for him ic put his ball and cord befors he came to the conclusion that
1t was no use fighting against the apathy of modern scientists and decided to
40ep his great discovery 1o himself until the world was ready for it. Perhaps
if T had been mere patient he would have been vindicated and maybe we would
by now have reached the etars.

Perhaps! .
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7 Elr Road, Wembley, Middx.

Thanks for SCARR, that rarity: a legible neo~fanzine.

Thisish is preservation-worthy as a pocket anthology of McGonagall'ss epic
poems. (The' I missed my favourite lins t “Iate her temb the Great Queen
dashes,™)

All the same, I beliove McGonagall's whole career originated from a simple
error, He misunderstood what his inner voice was saying on that memorable day
in 1877,

Ho tolls us: "I imagined that a pen was in my hind and a voice crying "Write,
Write!'" Iy theory is that the voice wap actually only remarking "Right,
Right," to indicate that the pen was in his right hand, and therefore the hand
which was free was his left. In short, it was just trying to teach him hie
right frem his laft., 3But he never did get the message, and took the wrong
turning. He should have become a butcher. 3ut then, of course, in a scuse
he did.

Bill,

70 W~rrall Rnad, Bristol 8.

The trouble about The SCARR is that it always scems
tr suggest things to say abrut it. Even if they're only more puns on the title.
The trouble is that I can't think ~f any nmnrs right now, so that idea will have
to be discarrded,

Bvery now and then a few lines of McGonagall drift my
way, but never before have I encountersd him in such bulk as here., And here's a
thing. In the middle of the thing abnut Queen Victeria's Jubilee, suddenly
something went CLICK and I found myself thinking the worde io an improvised
calypso~-type tune., They went perfectly., Have I perchance stumbled on ons of
thnee things which it was never meant for man to knew!? {(Mit 211 capital
initials, like!

There ought to be a pun or twn in the entourage ef
the High King, but no doubt they'vs 1lready been made in the Upper Newtowmards
area gn I'll leave the subject entaraly alone, Cheers, mate.

Archie,

224 Holmos Ave,, N.W., Huntsville, Alabama 35801.

The SCARR issue 4, April 1964 s.eciss, arrived after having wandered threugh
many farflung times and spaces. We may never know what adventures took place or
what dragona had to be slain to deliver the issus to these new and unfamiliar
surroundings of mine, but the envelope arrived almost invisible under 2 mesh of
forwarding addreeses, stickers, official-looking stamps, and curious brown
staina.

I would explain to you why, now that I have left the fan center of the Pac-
ifie Northwest, I receive so much of the Busby mail in 2lditien to my own, but
cur puny lifetimes are too emall to contain the time it would take. Better that
we gtrugple an, making what we can of life and its unlmowable mysteries, without
poniering too long an the supernatural operaticn of the United States post
office department..aves
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Speaking of words, cver sirco I 2iacovorsd homeiotzlouton T hive beon
living for the day I can spring it in a2 lottor of corment to 1 fanzins., But
dospitc ny most carsful reading of funzinos that have arrived recontly, T
have not been iblo to find 2 placc to use it. Patiorneo and carceful attention
A1l win out in tho ond, howover, and then I 7ill have my chance, I am surc
of it. ((But why horoiotelouten? It is quite a common word, A&s o mattor of
fact, ?g actual count, homoiotelcuten nccurs threo times in this iseue of Tho
BCARR,

26, Beechgrove Gardens, Belfast 6,

I 2 writing to you in my offieinl capacity is corrospondsnt to IRISH MOTORING
bocauge soveral statements in Ian MacAulay's pioce in The SCARR 4 cannot geo
unchallanged., &s 1 am regarded as an authority on meotoring,peaplo oxpect me to
keep my own vehicle in perfect rumiing eorder, and those cracks about ny Tri-
umph being antiquated could damape my reputation, First of all there never
wore any flower vasce in the windows of that car — any fool could 1ell you
that a row of tulips or rossg would obstruct the driver's vision. The only
vogeotation I ever permitted to grow in the windows was a little moss and sev-
eral varisties of fungi which grow directly onto tho woodwork without recnurse
to window-boxes, Secondly, the Triumph Jid not have oil lamps — thoy were
rodarn, rethylated epirit-burning devices. Ian was nasty about thenm bocause I
hal to slap his wrist soveral timos when I caught him trying to drink tho
moth.

In any casc, I have since changed ts 2 mors up-to-date car, which, fur
vour teochnically-minded readers, has such features as independont front sus-
pengion on all four wheols, a high-1lift overhe:xd roof, progssurized tyres,
gyneromesh on all ventilators, and a1 new system of solf-canecslling turn
signals in which if vou forgzet to awiteh off 2 blinker after poing round a
cornar the opposite blinker cemos on as well, and after a pause of 13.5
geconds if you s8till hoven't taken the appropriate action the car wranchee
itgelf in half and disappoars up twn side-streets,

Regarding the rest of the
iesus, Archio Morcer's offort was unusual and vory, very good; but Shaw's and
GLC's wero just sheer plagiarism, ({A plagiariem on both our houses?)}) This
practice, like the habit of putting insufficient postage on fanzines, should
be, I t0ll you frankly, stamped out. I also think you inventod J.D.Pecbles:
he ia one of your fiendigh anagrame, bleops or plobes or something.

Conatruct-
ive cordstent: I roally do think that you should quote tho full namos uf pooplo
in the lotter scetinn - the way it is now you'ro serving up skimmed ogobno,

bBob Shaw.

Vhitslaw House, 4 Hillmertnn Rd., Rugby.

I lon't think "Drean's ¥nd,"™ by Thorno Bmith, was cvaer published. In an
appendix to "Turnabout" all he hapg to say about it is, '"Dream’s End," my
firat gerious novel, done years ago, is considored by many ny funniest. I
don't speak to these penple, though.' I'm sure he said somewhere else that
he never pgot it published, but I can't find this reference. FPersonally, I
can't imagine any book being nore sericue than "Did She Fall?"  Although 1
normally think Thoerne Bmith's terrific, this book I found almost impossible
to read, True, the idea of an entire family all converging on the some spot
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(:) [:) [:) CS "That good has vour educatiecn been to you if you can't
= read or write." (Len McDonald)

"A gentleman's agreement is not an agreement and is beiwesn

/X\ P\l [:) two persons, noither of whom is a gentleman, and each
expocts the other to be strictly bound while he himself has
no intention whatever of being bound at all." (Mr Justice
Taizoy. 1957)

-
EE F\J [:) ) "Thank God I'm an athsigt." (%)

"I have two sjuare flower-beds and uvne more or leas
eireular," {Ovorhsard on a bus)

"An Fast wind is ecld no matiter what direction it comss from." (Irish saying,)

"And thoy just pushed hor shoulder back inte place without giving her an
antiseptic.® (Mrs Fitzpatrick)

“Ho admitted sfealing a record player......and the theft of a raincoat and
tive shillinge from the gas-meter." (Local news-paper.)

“I hate mornings — thoy're so eariy." (Sam Martinez)

Last year a Mr Hoang Huw-Mai, of South Vietnim, produced 2 typewriter which

has 5,708 Chinese characters, as well as the Europsun alphabet and nurbers,

The machine is semo two feet wide by a foot deop and seventeen inches high,“
(Daily Mirror, 1963)

"Hor cigarotte was dying rapidly to its tip., Holding it juivering in her
mouth, shc 1it anothor from it and thon lot the first drop on tho carpot,
erushing it with hor shos.,® (H.E.Bates, "Tho Slospless Moon.™)

"T make 21 new will sach week: I'm a fresh heir fiend."

8omo words form their plural by changes in the body of the word., IExamples:-
Man, Woman, Mouse., ILousc. Tooth., Foot, Any others?

Arorican postal authoritics are very touchy ibout the slogans they will
approve for stamping on envelopoa., Muny 2pparently immocuous phrages have
been firmly turned down bocause of some almost undetectable slight to a
gection of the sensitive public, Nonetholoss the Post Office pyassed a new
slogan this week...., It was sponsored by the Greater New York Socisty nd
rexd: "Help Stamp Out Human Beings; coniribute to the war effort through your
local tax colleetor."  (Sunday Expross, Jan, 1963)

Claustrophobia: Fear of Father Christmas.
Ilk: A boby elk.

Nourcgis: Husband's wedding mniversary gift,
Ancrones: Flowers in a hospital.



at the same tine to surder the same person, all unbokuownst to each other, isa
rather frmny, but it's sproad out over too many pages — there’s no punch
line.,

Your diary is intereosting, but I would suggest that vou extend your remarks
to two or three linss of review., Evon 1f it was tweniy years ago you must
remonbsr somothing about tho books. ({Not at my rate of 350 a ysar,)) Of
courgd this wouldn't be guits what your diary said, but then I suspect very
strongly that the June 17, 1921 and March 13, 1941 entries haveo beon changed
or extondod., ((MNo changes made: excoerpts printod as written.))

Peter,

Tho mentimn vou made of books and bad e-f brings to mind ry own recent
roading oxporiencses, I can't find good e-f to read these days — oexcept for
novels which I already have as scrials in my mag collection or colloctions of
shorts which T already have in my ditte — 2nd so the week befors last, in a
gearch for now sonsations, I bought o Mickoy Bpillane. Then last week, %o
recover, I bought an Agatha Christie. The AC was called "The Pale Horse," and
was a whodunnit with a witcheraft red herring running through it {(On o broom-
stick?)) and had a Catholic priest murdersi in tho first chaptor. Tho way this
was Jdescribed — stricken several times on the buck of the head, any single
blow being sovere enough to be fatal — contrasted oddly with Spillane's cb-
sorvations regarding the offect of a dune~dum bullet «— a asmall hole where it
woent in but where it came out you could stick your head in and look around
without zetting bleod on your ears, 4 I couldn't help thinking of what Mike
Hammor's reaction to this brutal slaying of a prisst would have been. Alrost
cortainly the craszy music would start up inside his head and a few Jozow
groins would get booted, and several, at least, coryses would be strewn along
his path befors ho cocloed orf anough to explain to tho reader which ons of
then actually dunnit, As for Inspoctor Iejeunc's reaction in “"The Pale Horse,™
his soft brown oyes clouded briefly and his routh looked sad, That was 21l
Ho got the rmurderer in the ond, of course, but with no crazy oweic or dirty
fighting or gut-shooting., He just looked gad . .

What bothers mo about 2ll this is that I enjoyed tho Azatha Christio
botter than the Mickey Spillane. Do you think I'm becoming offeminate?

Jamca.

40 Parrs Wood Ave., Didabury. Manchostsr 20,

All right, vou like litorary puzzlos, Sort this out, if you can., Doubtless
you'll have heard of Dr Conor Cruiso 0'Brien, ex-UN Commander in the Congo,
and now something or other 1t tho University of Accra, Writes for the "iew
Statesman.” The questicn ie, how Aid ho got the nums “Cruise™?

Recently I was
reading the book roviews in "The Countrymau® for Summer 1940. A little late,
but I was busy whorn it first appeared., Among them is a roview of an Oxford
U.P. bock about boats, called "The Practical Man's Cruiser™ by Conor 0'Brien.
Presto; Dr 0'Brien is called “Cruise™ because he wrote a bock about cruising.
Prove me wrongz!

This is tho sort of true-but-absurd fact that is guaranteed to
stop any party conversation DEAD. Such as, for insitance, that the well-lmown
brand of Birdseye frozen foods were named after a2 gentleman named Clarencs
Dirdseye.

8id
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Chartfers

1250
fap 9 Fri Bart Carson (70) THE LATE DEMENTED, Crime.

Sep 10 Sat Peter Dawson (70) THE MAN ON THE BUCKSKIN,

Se0_11 Sun Michael Sandys (80) CRUEL EASTER., Irish troubles, 1916, Typical
I.R.A, mon: Matt (stupid and "patriotie"), Bull (stupid and brutal), Sylvester
(stupid and treacherous), 8ex also lifts its head.

Sew 12 Mon Vietor Valentins (60) CURE FOR DEATH. Rejuvenating ray zives any~-
one sxactly 50 yeara of life, with no memory of previcue life, Discoverer and
fanily and retainers retire to Isle of Wight and wait %o inherit worls,

Sey 13 _Tue John Christopher (80) THE DEATH OF GRASS. As vegetation dies and
food gets scarce and society disintegrates, a family with retainers leaves
London and fight their way to a secluded valley in the North, The theme is not
new but is well-written, even though ths eclimax is down-beat. The story
screams for a segquel but it would take a better writer than Christopher. (0f
Nordenholt's Million by JJConnington.)

for 14 Wed Maurice Walsh (80) THE HONEST FISHERMAN and other stories. Irish
Lanour,
10



1960
Sep_ 15 Thu Vingie E Roc (50) LOST TRAIL. Soome 3 pity, sinco Vingic likes the
word Munctuous® ao ruch, that she can't spell it corrcetly.

Sep 16 Fri A A Fair (70) TOP OF THE HEAP. Fast-paced American erimo.  But
“scharters™ on p. 148 has a amall "M,

Sop 17 Sat John Wyndhom (50) THE MIDWICH CUCKODS. Padded outragcously with
philogophical Jdiscussions. Me, I profor af.

Sop 18 Sun Ken Koster OUTLAW GUNSMOKE. ROTM.
8o, 19 Mon L P Holmes (70) THE PLUNDERERS,
Sgp 20 Tuo Jim Conroy DESTINATION REVENGE. ROTH,

Sep 21 Wed Glendon Swarthout (80) THEY CAME TO CORDURA, Dook from which the
film was nade. Toughs Uninhibited. I wondsr 4il they put all that in the filn.

Bop 22 Thu Edmund Cooper {20) BEED OF LIGHT. SF. Two stories tonuously conn-
acted, Poor by themselves, doubly poor together. And inaccuratet a million
miles is a gquarter of a light-year! And why call a timepiece an elsctrochron?

Sep 23 Fri Roger Payrefitte (5) DIPLOMATIC DIVERSIONS. Read it halfeway: no
humour, no excitemont, no interest, no nothing.

Sep 24 Sat Woel loomis (40) THE LEADEN CACHE., Injuns! Ughl

Sep 25 Bun Erskine Caldwoell (70) THE SURE HAND OF GOD, Bomething ..ftcr the
style of God's Little Acre but from a difforont angle. Barthy — of course,
Uses ropotitive trick to not effocts, Has he read Catcher in the Rye?

Sop 26 Mon Hamilton Craigie (50) THUNDER IN THE DUST.

Sop 27 Tue O Henry (95) WHIRLIGIGS. Quots: If the Sphinx could talk sho'd
probably say, womanlike, "Al1l thoase vigitors coming onsd not a thing to oat
except the sand which is there,®

Sep 28 Wed Vaughan Wilkins (90) VALLEY BEYOND TIME. F:mta.sy. Another world
in another ceontinuum occcasionally allows crossings. Othor world has no sun,
ne gtorm, no cold, no time,

8¢y 29 Thu Frod Hoyle (80} 'THE BLACK CLOUD. Intolligent cloud comes in con-
tact with Earth, A little wordy.

S0u30 Fri L P Hartloy (50) FACIAL JUSTICE, Paddei., Funny???
Oct 1 Sat Raymond Chandler (80) PEARLS ARE A NUISANCE. Essay & 3 shorts.

Qct 2 Sun Anthology: OUT WEST. Ed.: Jack "Shane" Schaeffer. Storivs by all
the big names in westcrns EXCEPT Luke Short, C E Mulford, Mox Brand, Zane
Grey, C A Deltzer, W C McDonald, W McL Rains, &c. Blurb for each story.
Quote: He wasn't groedy, ho just wonted the land that adjoined his own.
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I pushed the office door open, then I stood for a moment and icoked at the white-
painted notice on the dark glass.

THE WATCHING QUY, I read. I grinned. A subtls pun. I liked puns. In smaller
1ofttere underneath it stated INQUIRY AGENT. J.D.Bartholemsw,

A pretty =irl asked me to stats my business. I told her it was private and 1
wanted to see Mr Bartholomew, Bhe gave me a dirty loek and went inte the innso
ganctum, Bhe came out after a few moments, looking flushed and adjusting her hair.
8he nodded me in.

J.D. sat behind his desk, smoking 2 cigar. Every time he inhaled his sysliids
dropped lower nver his blsary eyes.

"o hell with it,"™ he rasped and stubbed it out. "™& client went bankrupt and
for my fee I zot fourteen dozen »f these. Have one."

T accepted it. I'm sorewhat of a commnisseur. I sniffed it, felt it bstwsen my
fingers and thumb, I decided it would 4dr to 1lizht the fire. I rammsd it in my
breast pecket and faced J.D.

"I've zot something for vou," I besgan,

He lsansd back. "dnything," he said. "I'll do anything withir the law, and if
vou make it worth my while, T'll do anything outside the law.™

Hs 7inked, TIi was about as potent as a strasberry flan.

"I want you t0e.ee’

He put up 2 hand and stepped mo,

"Like I s2id,™ he interrupted, "I'll do anything, anything, excspyt divorce."

1 raised oy svebrows.

"But I always thousht snguiry aments cot rnst of their business from diverce.™

"Mrst of us dn,™ he said, and grimnced. "I Jid diverce once." He shuddered,
and pulled out ths inevitable nffice bottle. He poured out two rlaasses and tnox
the full one, beating me by a Iractien nf a second.

"I would have thought it te be a lucrative occupation,® I said, “especizlly
considering the low moral standarde prevalent in this town,"

J.D. tock a rmuilty glance tnwards the outer nffice, and coughed.

"If you've half an hour, I'll tell you 2ll 2bout it."

I nodded, I kind of felt sorry for him, the way he'd tried to impress we with
ths cigar. I glanced round at the shoddy furnishings., I felt perhaps his story
woull te worth the tellins, I nodded.

"It wasn'l long age,"he sichod. He twitched just once, then seemed io take a
nental grip of himself. "I was doinpg well with divorce, I had centact with zll the
big hotels, and somstimes I was sven slipped the pass key lefors I opened oy meuth,
Like you said, it was lucrative. I made so ruch meney that I hired an aasistant.
When you go out hold the door so that the sunlight shines on *he glass, and vou'll
see thal black paint covers an "8". It used to be THE WATCHING GUYS. Jeeze, he was
an idiot 1if sver there was one.”

He raised his head, closed his eyes, and almost scbbed. For a moment he seomed



in grme trouble, but oventually shook his head, as thouzh by doing se he got
rid of an unpleasant memory,

®I landed this bie Jivorcs case, sea. A rich man. I gdort of had frese access
to the man's bank account. I traced his wifoc to a night club. Now zet this.

T use all rmodorn mothods in ny invostizating. Following 2 susgpoct car is old-
fashionod, The policc 3o it mow by using scvoral cuars, and by radio control
thoy pase the ecar along to cach othor, Maturally, I couldn't afford that, but
I uaod the eimplo oxpedicnt of attaching 2 can of fluorsscont powlor to the
chasgis, with 2 1ittlo holc punched in thoe can, of course. I had an infra-rod
lamy on tho fromt of my car, so that thero was no neod to follow the suspoct
car irmodiately. I coulld afforl to havo a cipgarctto, and let them get clean
away beforc follewing. Jeeso, I'm tolling you, in the darknoss, with my infra-
rod lamp switched on, it was like feollowing wi slephant in the snow. It worked
dozons of times, You'll roalise that the big 2ifficulty is in fixing the can
uder the suspect car, On this particular divorce case, I got my assistant o
1o it whilst I kept watch on tho wife and her lover. When they drove away to
thoir hotol, I sat thoro for a few rorients, so that they wouldn't think they
werse boing tailod. I took their route, but coulln't seo any glaring trail of
fluorsacont powder, I castigatol my assistunt for not makinz sure the powdor
wag coming out beforo leaving the undersidee of tho car, To cut -2 long story
short 28 I can wmake it, aftor half an hour of aimiess driving about I event-
ually hit tho trail., Honest, if you coul?d goe it, it shincs suporbly with the
infra-rod....mnd of courso no one elso can sso it."

Ho pauecd, and looked 2 bit Jiffidently at me.

#*T finishel back i1t the blasted night-club again, The idiot had fixed the
can to the undersilo of @y carse..as I gove hin his cards ho explained that
all cars look alile whau you're crawling underneath thom in the dark."

I ¢licked my testh sympathotiecally,

"y clicnt was pregsing mo. Ho said if I didn't pet results soon ho'l get
another inquiry agent. As I said, I was in the money with that ono, so I took
tho unprecodented stop of actually givine his wifo's maid ten pounds to 4ell
m2 which hotcl it was, Bho lmew all about those assignations, seso?! It was at
the CARLTON, I bribod the dosk clerk to zive thom 2 room at tho back, the
room outsido of which grows a large olm trec. He scomod surprised, probably
realising that my tochnijue wis usually more subtle, As soon 28 it beocame
dark I shimnel up this troe, edgod 2long tho requisite branch and waited. My
luck...it started to pour with rain, but I hold on for some hours, making
suro that tho lens of my MNikkon didn't zot wot. Eventually the erring wife
and hor leover camo in ths room. Woll, I mean, I've scon theso crotic love
affairs dozens of timos, and I can assurs you that it wasn't the antics of
the couplo which caused me to fall off tho branch. I must have scroamed as I
fell on their verandah. The lover rushed away for medical assistance and I
understand it was only the Kiss of Life aldministerod by that woman which
saved my 1lifo. 80 after that I made up ry mind....no more divorco casos.

Ho blinked 2 few timesa, nd evon offerol a tontative smile, as if, on
rocollection, he saw the fumny silds of it.

"Now what can T do for voul!"® he asked, hands togother in his rofessional
role once mors.

"You ean accept this summong," I grinned. "You're cited as co-respondsnt.
No wonder that desk clork was surprised....l'd already booked the wardrobe.

I don't think tho judgon will beliove it wae the Kiss of Lifo. Bet you the
News of the World will have fun with that onc, though.t®

I 4id glance at tho plass on the outside door ag the sunlight shafted

acrogs it, It was as he sail.
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COINCIDENCE

Abrahan Lincoln was rolatively unknowm for a long timo prier to his winning
of the Preosidency. Ho mads his name kaswn through the Lineoln-Douglas
debates, John F Xennody was nlso a relativo unknowvm and he became lamiliar
tu the nation because of the Konnely-Nixon debates.

Lincoln was slected Prosident in 1860, Kennody was elected in 1960, There
arc poven lotters in lincoln's namo; Kennsiy's also has seven,

Abrahar Lincoln was primarily concorned with Civil Rights. Under his
guidanco tho Wmancijation Proclamation was drafted in 1862, John Kennedy
alse found that tho major domestic problerm in the nation was that of Civil
righta. He all but complotod and pushed throuzh Congress the controversial
Civil Rights Bill,

Abraham Lincoln and John Kennody wore both assassinated on a Friday, in the
progonce of their wives., They were both shot from behind and in the head.
Lincoln's killer firod the fatal bullot in a theatre and ran to 2 warehouse,
Komnoedy's assissin committod the crime from o warshouss and ran to a theatre.

Lincoln's secrotory, a van nared Hennedy, advised him not to go to the
theatre for unexpressed reasons. Keunedy's sccretary, named Lincoln, advised
hirm nint to go to Dulias for ejually mysterious reoasons.

Tho name John Wilkes Bosth contains fifteen letters and the nare Lee Harvey
Oowald also contains fiftesn., DBooth was horn in 1839, Oswald was born in
1939, Both werse killad before they roached trial,

Linceln was followed by his Vice-Prosident, Andrew Johnson. Kennedy was
fellowed by hie Vico-Prosident Lyndon Johnson, Both wore named as Vico-
Prosident whon they wore 8Senators. Both were from the Sewth. Andrew Johnson
wag born in 1308, Lyndon Johnson was born in 1908, Both names contain
thirtean letters.

Lincoln was murdored, Andrew Johnson fillod nut his tarm and then was do-
feated by his opponsunt, Ulyssssg 8 Grant., Xonnody was rurdered, Lyndon Johnssr
has filled out his torm and now will run againet his opponent, who also has a
nams beginning with Geiessues

DOES HISTCRY REPFAT ITSELF?
~michaol 1 chartera






